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Please consider donating new or handmade items to be raffled off 
at the Birthday Dinners. Contact Lisa Haynes at 916-201-0715 if you 
have any questions or an item to donate. 
 

EXALTED RULER – JIM DARNELL 
 
I thought that I would share part of the leadership direction for myself, 
the Officers of the Lodge, and its members.  The Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks has three levels of structure that all Lodges 
follow: Grand Lodge, State Association, and our local 
Lodges.  Involvement is essential if the Order is to continue its great 
tradition of patriotic and charitable programs. 
   
There is great satisfaction and pride in past achievements, but 
yesterday’s accomplishments cannot be our current goals.  Programs of 
the Order can succeed only if the Officers, committee members, and 
members of the Lodges are completely committed.  Our service and 
response give strength to the Lodges, which also provides for the 
welfare of our Lodges and to continue serving our communities.  Only 
then can the great programs of Elkdom move forward and maintain our 
tradition as one of the leading benefactors of mankind. 
  
This is an invitation to attend any of our regularly scheduled Lodge 
meetings and commit to participating in the health and well-being of 
our Lodge.  Our Esteemed Loyal Knight Craig Collum sends you 
information through our E-Blast on a regular basis.  This is a great 
communication tool for the members to be in the know!  
  
Speaking of being in the know, did you know that all Lodge business is 
approved on the floor with a vote of the members present at either the 
second or fourth Thursday of each month?  Your voice matters; come 
and be a part of the entire team.  Many of our events are approved 
here, and certainly all the charitable donations as well. 
 
Exalted Ruler, 
Jim Darnell AVP 

 



   The Auburn-Grass Valley Elks Lodge Bulletin is published 

monthly by 

Auburn-Grass Valley Lodge # 538 

B.P.O.E. Elks 

195 Pine St. 

Auburn CA  95603 

530-888-7111 

www.auburnelks.org 

auburnelks@gmail.com 

Regular Lodge Meetings 

2nd & 4th Thursday 

6:00 p.m. Dinner 

7:00 p.m. Meeting 

 

Business Hours 

Wednesday:  10:30-3:30 
Thursday:  On Lodge Meeting nights 3-7:30PM 

Closed Monday 

Bulletin Deadline 

15th of the preceding month 

 

Bulletin Editor, Linda Simmons 

530-887-1638 

genfreak@pacbell.net 

 

 

                 Elks Lodge Officers 
 
Exalted Ruler                     Jim Darnell 

Leading Knight       Kathy Maderios  

Loyal Knight                       Craig D. Collom 

Lecturing Knight                Amy Brooks 

Secretary                            William M Chelonis 

Treasurer                            John A Madeiros 

Tiler                                      June Darnell 

Esquire                                Charles J Cooper 

Chaplain                              Larry LaVerne 

Inner Guard                        Bill Costa 

Organist                               Christy Mata 

Trustee - One Year             Patricia Hall 

Trustee - Two-Year            Terry Houk 

Trustee - Three-Year         Paula Celick 

Trustee - Four Year            Peggy Word 

Trustee - Five-Year             Bill Convis 
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  From the Desk of the Secretary – Bill Chelonis 
 
GL Statutes 12.050 deals with the duties of the Secretary of the 
Lodge. 
 
While there are many duties listed, there are also opinions and 
decisions listed. A couple of the opinions of interest that some 
wonder about are: #5 Both the Secretary and Exalted Ruler have 
the right to collect mail, but the Exalted Ruler cannot demand a 
key to the Secretary's office, the combination to the safe, or the 
password to the Secretary's computer, which contains all the 
membership records. #6 While the Secretary may collect all mail 
for the Lodge, any mail addressed by name to the Exalted Ruler or 
other person of the Lodge should be delivered to them unopened 
unless each has given the Secretary permission to open. Lodge 
mail not bearing a name can be opened by the Secretary as the 
Lodge's correspondent. #8 All Lodge records should be open for 
inspection by a member at all reasonable times. #14 If the office of 
the Lodge Secretary is vacant, necessary continuity in the signing 
of issuance of membership cards and other Secretarial duties 
should be exercised by an Acting Secretary appointed with full 
power and authority by the Exalted Ruler until an election can be 
held. (side note: I'm not leaving as Secretary). 
 
Pursuant to GL Statutes Section 12.050, the Secretary must read 
on the floor of the Lodge how we are doing twice a year. Once in 
April and again in November. I will summarize this report during 
the Nov 13th meeting. 
 
Also, GL Statutes 2.020 States that on the first Sunday in 
December, the Lodge will hold the "Elks Memorial Day." This year 
it's on Dec 7th at noon. Next month in the bulletin, I will be 
posting the names of those members who have passed away this 
year thus far.  
 
It is also the phrase "a day that would live in infamy" referring to 
December 7, 1941. 
 
As always, if you need to reach me, call my cell phone (530-570-
8896) or email me b.chelonis@att.net and I will be more than 
happy to assist you. 
 
Fraternally Yours 
Bill Chelonis PDDGER,  
Lodge Secretary 
 

http://www.auburnelks.org/
mailto:auburnelks@gmail.com
mailto:genfreak@pacbell.net


              
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LODGE CLEAN-UP REMINDER 
 
Please remember Lodge Cleanup is on the 1st Wednesday 
of each month at 9:00 am. The next one is on Wednesday 
– October 1st. 
 
In September, we did some general cleanup inside & 

outside, cleaned and dusted all fans, cleaned bar, 

vacuumed carpets, cleaned coffee bar area, cleaned 

windows, cleaned the floor drains, and much more. 

The Lodge would like to thank the members who worked 
in September: PER Dick Robart, Loyal Knight Craig Collom, 
Michael Van Hook, Jim Harris, Rudy Pelzman, and Kevin 
Tiernan. 
 

Turnout was POOR! We could use more people. 
PLEASE !!!!!!  Come out and give us a hand next time. 
  
Dick Robart Lodge Cleanup Chair 
530-906-1945 cell or text   
lib.dick.robart@gmail.com 
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Remember in your prayers the people of our Lodge 
who are sick, awaiting surgery, recovering, or 
homebound....... 
 
Especially, 
 
Rudy Pelzman, who is recovering from COVID 
 
Should you hear of anyone experiencing sickness or 
distress, please convey that information to me so that I 
can reach out on behalf of the Lodge to see if we can 
aid in any way, even if that aid is only to hold fellow 
members in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
My contact information is amybsvfc@gmail.com or 
(650) 787-4329. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Brooks 
Lecturing Knight 
 

Elks Crying Corner 
 
The following members can start crying for not attending a 
Lodge meeting. Why? Because their name(s) were drawn, 
and they were not present to receive the money: 
 
Aug 28, 2025 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by #Michael Vitello 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by #Mike Cravens 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by #John Fee 
 
Sept 11, 2025 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by Gary Hubbard 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by #Ray Takman 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by #Larry LaVerne 
 
 It pays to attend a Lodge meeting. Meetings are on the 
Second and Fourth Thursday of the  
 month. Dinner is at 6:00 pm, and the meeting starts at 7:00 
pm.  
 
 

Sickness and Distress 

LODGE BYLAWS 
Auburn Lodge Bylaws are available online at 
http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=538 
 
A username and password are required, and access through 
this link is restricted to Lodge members only.  Members 
who don’t yet have a Password may register by giving their 
membership number and name To Grand Lodge online at: 
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm 

 

mailto:lib.dick.robart@gmail.com
mailto:amybsvfc@gmail.com
http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=538
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm
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                                    VETERANS CORNER 
 

 
Fall is near.  Halloween is close by, and the weather should be 
changing soon.   
 
Our activities continue for our Veterans.  There are several matters 
to consider at this time.   
 
First, again this year, I would like to donate an unspecified number 
of $50 VISA cards to our homeless Veterans within Placer 
County.  More on that later.   
 
Second, we will be hosting our 15th annual Veterans Luncheon on 
Monday, November 10, 2025.  The Elks Lodge will be open for 
business at 11:00 am with beverages available at the bar.  Lunch 
will begin at noon and will conclude about 2 pm.  The beverage 
hour typically gives us enough time to visit and reminisce with our 
friends.  Almost all of the military branches are represented every 
year.  The Navy seems to be the largest group.    
 
This event relies on donations from our membership to continue 
providing a tri-tip and chicken meal for our former military 
members.  A full menu is in the works.  In the meantime, I will 
gladly accept donations at the Lodge and our 
meetings.  Remember, this lunch is free to all Veterans and a mere 
$20 for all others.  Since COVID struck us, the numbers have 
fallen.  Recently, though, the numbers in attendance have 
rebounded.  One does not need to be a member of the Elks to 
attend.  Please share this information with every Veteran you know 
and invite them to this free meal.  It is our way of saying "Thank 
You for your Service." The Wall of Honor will be in place. 
 
Dates to remember in October.  October 7, 2001, marked the 
beginning of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan; October 
10, 1951, saw the start of the Battle of Heartbreak Ridge; October 
13 is both Columbus Day and the Navy's 250th birthday; and 
Halloween falls on October 31.  
 
In closing, let us all remember those serving around the world in 
harm's way.  Mention them in your evening prayers along with 
your family and friends.  We all can use a little help from 
above.  Keep smiling.  God Bless America. 
 
Rudy Pelzman 
Chairman, Veterans Service Committee 
Email:  tahoeblue1946@gmail.com  Cell:  (916) 316-1530 
 

LEADING KNIGHT – KATHY MADEIROS 
 
 
I hope that you are enjoying the changes that the 
House Committee has made and will continue to 
plan.  Your Lodge needs you to come to events and 
support it. 
 
A few weeks ago, we partnered with the Nevada 
City Elk Ladies to cook breakfast for the Roaming 
Angels car show at the fairgrounds in Grass 
Valley.  This was a fundraiser for both our Lodge 
and the Nevada City ladies’ group.   Their purpose 
is to raise funds for different projects in the 
community.  They cover the financial costs for any 
member of Nevada City Elks Lodge who may have 
passed away.   Together, we purchased what we 
needed for the event and split the expenses and the 
profit between each of us. I look forward to 
working with them and possibly the Nevada City 
Elks Lodge members in the future. 
 
For anyone that has not read the Policies and 
Procedures for the District it clearly states “The 
Lodges of the Northeast District of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of 
the America, situated in the State of California, 
were formed to unite all Elks in closer bonds of 
fraternity, to promote good fellowship among 
Lodge members; to protect and advance the 
interests of the Order; to exchange ideas beneficial 
to Elks Lodges within the District”.   (A brief training 
moment.)  Over the past year, I have traveled to 
Quincy and Susanville to help wherever I am 
needed. 
 
I would like to extend a huge thank you to Jack 
Meylink, Daphne Harmon, and Jack Johnson for 
their dedication to Elkdom on a daily basis.  Every 
time they raise their hands to help with our 
endeavors to support our Lodge, it makes me so 
proud of who we are. We serve as volunteers for 
our Lodges and our communities.  All our Lodges in 
the district are struggling to secure volunteers for 
their events.  I wish that this were not such a 
serious issue, but it most certainly is.   It takes all of 
us to keep moving forward with our programs and 
community work.  Please raise your hand and join 
us. 
 
I hope to see you at the Lodge.  
  
Kathy Madeiros District Leader  
Leading Knight 

 
 
 
 

mailto:tahoeblue1946@gmail.com
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Cleaning Out Your Closet? 
 
Auburn Seventh-Day Adventist Church  Community Services 
desperately needs men’s clothing and shoes. Specifically, 
men’s sizes Medium & Large Shirts & Pants sizes 30 to 36. 
Please drop off at the back of the church at 12225 Rock 
Creek Road, Auburn, on Mondays or Tuesdays from 9:am to 
1:00 pm.  This church is a food bank and clothing distribution 
center. They also provided showers and meals for the 
homeless and those in need. Thank you in advance. 
 
 

JOIN THE ELKS RV CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Elk’s RV club is always looking for new 

members.  For fun outings and the chance to 

get to better know your fellow Elks 

members, contact Club President Harold 

McCoy at (530)346-8672 

or thereelmccoys87@gmail.com 

 

LOYAL KNIGHT 

It has been almost a year and a half since discussions 

and negotiations began for a broadband fiber hut to be 

placed at the far edge of our dirt parking lot.  At the 

Lodge Meeting on 9/11, I announced that Grand Lodge 

had approved our Building Application.   

Now, Tilson Tech, the firm working with the State, is 

finalizing the signature page of the lease that both 

parties have agreed to, so we can get it signed.  Once 

that is done, we will be one step closer to receiving 

$36,000 per year (plus a 2% annual escalation) for a 

minimum of 20 years, and possibly up to 30 years.   

Tilson is still in the process of finishing the detailed 

building plans for the City of Auburn.  So, there will still 

be a little more time before the groundbreaking and 

building can start.. 

Fraternally, 
Craig Collom 
Loyal Knight 
 

mailto:thereelmccoys87@gmail.com
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AUGUST POOL TOURNAMENT 
 
 Aug  6th 
 1st    K J  & Bill Costa 
 2nd   Nancy Cremarosa & Mike 
Cosby 
 3rd   Chuck Cooper 
 Attendees: 
 Don Council 
 Julia Thomas 
 Rick DeKnoop 
 Gary Hubbard 
  
 Aug  13th  
 1st    Bill Costa 
 2nd   Gary Hubbard 
 3rd   Nancy Cremarosa 
 Attendees: 
 Chuck Cooper 
 Julia Thomas 
 K J  
 Don Council 
 Mike Cosby 
 
 Aug  20th  
 1st    Gary Hubbard & Mike Cosby 
 2nd  Chuck Cooper & Jack Meylink 
 3rd  K J  & Bill Costa 
 Attendees: 
 Nancy Cremarosa 
 Julia  Thomas 
 Don Council 
 Rick DeKnoop 
 
Aug 27th  
1st    Rick DeKnoop & K J  
2nd  Gary Hubbard & Bill Costa 
3rd  Chuck Cooper & Jack Meylink 
Attendees: 
Nancy Cremarosa 
Don Council 
Mike Cosby 
Julia Thomas 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SHUFFLEBOARD RESULTS FOR AUGUST 
 
August 6th 
1st:  Julie Pollock & Ellen Whitty 
2nd: Barbara Hewitt & Moe Borg 
3rd:  Kris Cosby & Jan Quarry 
Attendees: Ann Council & Michelle Ellison 
 
August 13th 
No shuffleboard 
 
August 20th 
1st:  Moe Borg & Julie Pollock 
2nd: Jan Quarry & Michelle Ellison 
3rd:  Kris Cosby & Nadine Hubbard 
Attendees: Barbara Hewitt & Ann Council 
 
August 27th 
1st:  Julie Pollock & Barbara Hewitt 
2nd: Michelle Ellison & Kris Cosby 
3rd:  Jan Quarry & Ann Council 
Attendees: Ellen Whitty & Moe Borg 
 

Auburn – Grass Valley Elks Lodge 538 Scholarships for 2025 -2026 
 
This year, there are two scholarships for seniors graduating in the Spring of 
2026. The scholarship applications will be available beginning October 9, 
2025. 
 
Seniors must send an email requesting an application to James Harris at 
jnvtoad@att.net. Applicants must indicate which scholarship they are 
applying for. However, seniors can apply for both. Applicants will receive 
one or both applications by return email. 
 
WIL THOMAS EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP 
This is the seventh year for the Wil Thomas Educational Scholarship. This 
scholarship’s value is $1000.00 and is for family members of past or present 
members of the Auburn–Grass Valley Elks Lodge 538. It is offered to seniors 
who plan to attend a university, college, or vocational school in the Fall of 
2026. 
 
CLIFFORD LOOBY SCHOLARSHIP 
This is the 20th year that the Looby Scholarship has been offered to 
graduating seniors planning to attend a university or college in the Fall of 
2026. The value of this scholarship is $1250.00. The senior must be a child, 
stepchild, or grandchild of an active Elk in Auburn–Grass Valley Lodge 538. 
Previous winners of this scholarship have graduated from high schools in 
California (last year), Nevada, Oregon, and Washington. 
 
Questions regarding either scholarship should be directed to James Harris 
at jnvtoad@att.net.  
 
Again, applications will be available beginning October 9, 2025, and must be 
returned (POSTMARKED) by February 28, 2026. Do not return your 
application by EMAIL. 
Participants will receive the competition results in March 2026. 
 

mailto:jnvtoad@att.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

01    Hobson, Vickie  
 02 Johnson, Eugene 
 02 Sgro, Nino M 
 03 Irwin, Larry 
 03 Palmer, John T 
 04 Barrett, Mike 
 06 Clement, Susan J 
 06 Dick, Gabriel 
 07 Roeder, Robert 
 09 Pelzman, Rudolph 'Rudy' 
 10 Bouris, Janice M 
 10 Johnson, Roger 
 12 Gubbels, John A 
 12 Klingler, Charles 
 13 Bradbury, Courtland D 
 14 Huntington, Robert C 
 15 Hamilton, Donald R  
 15 Whitaker, Don 
 16 Johnson, Michael C 
 18 Kinnear, James Bill 
 18 Martinez, Manny 
 19 Capik, Mark S 
 19 MacDonald, Kent 
 20 O'Reilly, Richard H 
 22 Lipsmeyer, Larry 
 23 Pellow, Tyler 
 23 Waikel, Patricia E 
 24 Kent, Tim 
 25 Fairfield, Alvin G 
 25 Fincher, Floyd 
 28 Bryant, Cliff 
938-10   28    Kertson, Keith 
 29 Davidson, Howard 
 30 Gregory, Justin D 
 31 Auwinger, Donald 
 31 Farinha, Ernest J 
 31 Madeiros, John A 
 

                

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
01     Kenneweg, Paul D 

 03 Adams, Richard L 
 03 Greenlee, Linda L 
 04 Drysdale, Walter F 
 04 Meyers, Glenn E 
 05 Seaberg, John P 
 06 Crowell, Barbara 
 06 Meiller, Denise Ann 
 08 Houk, Terry Ann 
 08 Hubbard, Gary H 
 09 Boisa, David 
 09 Dubois, Jim 
 09 Glasser, Jared 
 09 Kasica, Donna 
 11 Jackson, David 
 12 Carstensen, Matthew 
 13 Smith, Ted L 
 14 Johnson, Beverly A 
 15 Hiatt, David 
 15 Wismar, Linda 
 16 Balnys, Paul 
 16 Louis, Jim 
 17 Imsdahl, Roger L 
 18 Barrett, Julie 
 18 Cesarin, R Craig 
 19 Collins, Michaela 
 19 Greenwell, Jeff 
 19 Hants, Charles 
 19 Kasza, Joseph 
 19 Lotze, Joseph 
 19 Murschel, Cailey 
 19 Rood, Lynn 
 20 McCoy, Harold L 
 20 Threlkel, William B
 21 Ray, Cynthia 
 23 Giorgi, Marshall 
 25 Parish, Rita Ann 
 26 Mickleburgh, Patty 
 26 Radakovitz, William M 
 26 Ternus, Michael J 
 28 Darnell, Jim 
 28 Trew, Stan Leigh 
 29 Brentnall Jr, Gerald 
 29 DelaRiva, Dan 
 29 Milliken, Douglas 
 30 Goad, Robert J 
 30 Jordan, Jim D 
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